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This Month’s Highlights:

Awards Night June 14
7:00 p.m.

Is Summer Here Yet?

Fort Assiniboine Pride

Literacy Update

Our grade 1-5 students have shown fantastic growth in their writing this year! Mrs. Spitzer’s class
published their “fractured fairy tales” and were so proud of their humorous stories. Ms. Pybus’ class
has been posting biweekly writing assignments, the latest being journals from the point of view of a
Voyageur canoeing in the fur trade. Ms. DeZaeyer’s class is rewriting their own version of
“Mortimer” and hope to publish soon.

Staffing Update

As previously announced, we are going to miss Mrs. Kiselyk next year as she is “retiring” to pursue
a Master’s Degree in Outdoor Learning. We are excited to announce that Ms. Shawna Greenstein
will be our new Kindergarten Teacher next year. We are also going to miss Mr. Wyman as he is
transferring to another school in our division next year. His replacement will be announced later in
the month when the hiring process is completed.

We are also recognizing several staff members for Long Service Awards this year. Mama Bear
(Mrs. Fleming) 30 years, Mrs. O’Brien 25 years, Mrs. Payne 15 years, and Mrs. Wieland 10 years

Gr. 9 Farewell – June 14 5:00-6:30 pm

Our grade nine parents are organizing a small celebration for our Grade nines that are “Leaving the
Bears Den” for high school next year: Caydin Aldrich, Matthew Calahasen, Canon Rondeau, Emma
Schmeelke, Tay Kummer, and Ashlyn Hillmer. The grade nines, family members, and Fort School
staff will enjoy a catered meal and reminiscing over photographs at the Fort Friendship Center &
Museum.

Awards Night – June 14 7:00 pm

We will be recognizing and celebrating our Citizenship and Legion Award recipients in the gym on
a Wednesday evening.

Fort Assiniboine Pioneer Days & Bicentennial Celebrations

We are so fortunate to be a part of the 200 year celebrations. Our K-5 students will be visiting the
Fort Museum for Pioneer Days on Tues. June 6. Local volunteers will be recreating how things
were done “back in the day” and it will be a fun day of learning for our students! Parent volunteers
are needed to help with guiding the younger students around the stations (please contact the office if
you can help out). Our grade 6-9 students will attend on Thurs. June 8 when they return from their
canoe trip. Please check out the back page for more information on July 7-9 Bicentennial events.

Indigenous History Month Activities

Our gr. 2-9 students will be participating in “Indigenous Culture 101” lessons with local volunteer
Robin Berard and learn more about the Cree language and culture. We will also be joining Barrhead
Elementary students in a Walk for Reconciliation and activities at Cecil Martin Park on National
Indigenous Peoples Day on June 21.

Please contact me directly with any questions, concerns, and/or suggestions about the operation of
our school.

Have a safe and enjoyable summer break, classes resume August 30.

Lorna Hiemstra

Principal

http://www.fortschool.ca


Connie Lefebvre and her music students

Important Upcoming
Days:

- June 20 - Last Kindergarten

Day (report cards will be

mailed)

- June 27 Last Student (Gr. 1-5

Report Cards go home)

- - June 28 Last Staff Day

- June 30 Gr. 6-9 Report Cards

mailed out

- July 1 - Aug 22 School Office
Closed for Summer Break

- Aug 23-24 School Office Open
for New Registrations Tours

- Aug 29 - Open House 3 p.m.

Parents of this years grade 5
students are invited to attend
a “From Grade 5 to Grade 6
Transition Meeting” on
Wednesday, June 21 at 5 p.m

June 20-27 Jr. High Exams

Parents please take note of the
following exam schedule and avoid
scheduling any appointments for
these days. It is very important that
your child is well rested and attends
his /her exam on the given date.

o June 20 8:30-10:30 am gr 6
LA Part B PAT and grade 7 LA
Part B

o June 20 8:30-11 am gr 9 LA
Part B PAT and grade 8 LA Part
B

o June 22 8:30 -10:30 am Grade
6 Math Part A PAT

o June 22 8:30 -10:30 am Grade
9 Math Part A PAT

o June 23 8:30 -11 am gr 9 Math
PAT and grade 8 Math Final

o June 23 8:30-10:30 am gr 6
Math PAT and grade 7 Math
Final

o June 26 8:30 -10:30 am gr 6
SS PAT and grade 7 SS Final

o June 26 8:30-11 am gr 9 SS
PAT and grade 8 SS Final

o June 27 8:30 -10:30 am gr 6
Science PAT and grade 7
Science

o June 27 8:30 -11 am gr 9
Science PAT and grade 8
Science Final

Students are required to be picked

up by a parent after their exams, or

a note is required for them to be

picked up by someone else.

******************************

June 2022
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

May 28 May 29 May 30 May 31 June 1 2 3

National Smile
Day

BEAR DAY
NO SCHOOL

Roadside
Clean Up

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Outdoor Ed
Trip 6-9

Outdoor Ed
Trip 6-9

Pioneer Day at
the Fort
Museum

Outdoor Ed
Trip 6-9

BEAR DAY
NO SCHOOL

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Hot Lunch
Hot dog, chips
and ice cream

80’s Day

Awards Night
7:00 p.m.

Formal Wear
Day

Kindergarten
Grade 1 & 2
Field Trip to
Sassy G’s

Advent. Farm

Elementary
Track Meet in
Swan Hills
(Gr. 3-6)

Last day of
Classes for
Gr. 6-9

BEAR DAY
NO SCHOOL

18 19

BEAR DAY
NO SCHOOL

20

Final Exam
see Schedule

Last
Kindergarten
Day and

Kindergarten
Grad at 3pm

21

National Day
recognizing
Indigenous
Peoples

Orange Shirt
Day

Grade 5 to 6
Transition

Meeting 5:00
p.m.

22

Final Exam
see Schedule

Grade 3-5
Field Trip to

Fort
Edmonton

Park

23

Yes, we have
SCHOOL
TODAY

Final Exam
see Schedule

24

25 26 27 28 29 30 July 1

Final Exam
see Schedule

Final Exam
see Schedule

Last Day of
School

Year En�
Activitie�

Last Staff Day School
Closed at

4:00 p.m. for
Summer
Break

Happy
Canada
Day

Aug 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

School Open
for NEW
Registrations
Tours

School Open
for NEW
Registrations
Tours

School Office
Closed

27 28 29
Teacher Day

Open House
3:00-4:00 p.m.

30
First Student

for 2023-2024
School Year

31 Sept 1 2



CTF ( Jr High Option) Classes

Thanks to Mrs. Joka (Oma)
Dekker, Mrs. MaryAnn Lehman

and Mrs. Doreen Lee for
volunteering in our CTF Classes.

*********************

Sports Report
Grade 3-6 Track Meet June 15

We will be joining Swan Hills
for a track meet on Thursday
June 15.
Jr. High Track Meet
Thank you Mr. Wyman for
organizing our gr. 7-9
students who represented
our small school well at the
Pembina Hills Divisional
Track Meet held in Barrhead
on May 24. Congratulations
to: Layla Petryshen finished
1st in 3000m, 3rd in 1500m,
and 4th in relay. Madison
Lee was 1st in Long Jump
and 4th in relay. Shelby
Rondeau placed 5th in
discus. Natalie Dekker was
4th in Long Jump and Relay.
Anneliese Schuurman was
also on the Girls 4x100 relay
team that placed 4th. Thank
you BCHS for hosting !
Thank you to all our PHSD
schools who helped run the
events too

Congratulations to the Grade 9 Class of 2022-2023

PHSD Board News
Education Plan Priorities
Director of Education Services Raime Drake presented and gave an outline of what the
2023-2026 Three Year Education Plan looks like.

David Sharpe presented the board with the Transportation Assurance Report. The
transportation department recently put a couple cameras on the buses in the high fly by
areas. The cameras have proven to be successful with obtaining pictures of the license plate
numbers and vehicles at highway speeds.

The ASBA Spring General meeting is coming up in June.

There is a conflict between a Grad and Our next board meeting, we have changed the
date of the next board meeting to June 21, 2023 instead of June 28, 2023.

New Distance Criteria for In-Town Busing
The following students are eligible for provincial funding and can access busing at no cost:

● Kindergarten to Grade 6 students who live 1km or more from their designated
school

● Grades 7 to 12 students who live 2km or more from their designated school
Students who do not meet this criteria are required to pay a fee and seats are subject to
availability.
Requested School Transportation

● Busing will no longer be an option for students attending their Requested School
(schools outside of the student’s attendance area) with the exception of those
directed by PHSD Student Services

● French Immersion students where no French Immersion programming is offered
students from the Neerlandia attendance area who want access to a regular
education program in Barrhead students outside of the Neerlandia attendance area
who want transportation to the Neerlandia School’s Public ChristianEducation
Program.

● Students that have 2022-23 Requested School Transportation Applications (5-01B)
that were approved up to and including April 26, 2023.

Early Learning siblings of students with approved 2022-23 5-01B forms may be considered
for transportation. Parents can submit a request to the Transportation Office at
troffice@pembinahills.ca or 780.674.8510 once 2023-24 Busing Forms are open.
This change does not affect the ability to apply to attend a Requested School. Parents can
still choose to transport their child to the Requested School.

Melissa.hanna@pembinahills.ca phone: 780-333-8753



Fort Library Update
What a great May we had at the
Fort Assiniboine Public Library,
and we are starting to plan our
summer activities. Thank you so
much to everyone that participated
in any one of our library events, we
are so happy to see so many people
wanting to come out and take part.

Upcoming June Events:

Friday June 9th Movie Afternoon
At The Library: Peter Pan &
Wendy
Start Time 1:30.

Friday June 16th Father’s Day
Crafts and Cookie Decorating:
11:00-3:00

Annual Used Movies and Book
Sale

We are once again going to be
hosting our used movie and book
sale this summer. The sale will be
held at the Fort Assiniboine Rec
Hall from July 3rd to July 6th from
9:00am to 3:00pm daily. All items
are 10ȼ each. We will be accepting
gently used books and DVDs to add
to the sale starting June 1st. Please
drop these items off at the library.

The library will be CLOSED
Monday July 3rd for Canada Day.

The library closes daily from
12:30-1:00 pm for lunch.

Please watch the Fort
Assiniboine Public LIbrary

website, Facebook page or call
Megan Petryshen at the Library

780-584-2227

School Council
Chair – Danielle Calahasen

Vice Chair – Tiffany Rondeau
Secretary/Treasurer– vacant

Next School Council Meeting is the set for:

Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday September 20th at 6:00 pm.

Minutes from previous meetings available on the school website: www.fortschool.ca

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact Danielle Calahasen @
e-mail: FAschoolcouncil@pembinahills.ca

The last School Council Meeting was held on Wed. May 24th. We are experiencing low attendance and
would like to see our numbers increase next year. Did you know, it is mandatory for each school in our
province to have a School Council to advise the Principal. The main role of Parent Council/School Council
is to advise on educational and school community matters. There are volunteer positions available in our
council as well as throughout the year, however, you can choose to simply attend our bimonthly meetings
with no other time commitments!

We had our Vice-Chair, Jennifer Schulte, step down and we welcomed Tiffany Rondeau as the new
Vice-Chair. Currently our Secretary position is still vacant. If you would like to have more information or
volunteer for this position please contact the faschoolcouncil@pembinahills.ca.

At this last meeting we went over the PHSD(Pembina Hills School District) Survey results which while
responses were low in number, they were mostly positive in nature. Mrs. Hiemstra also went over staffing
changes, and grade configurations for next year. Also discussed were the new division wide bussing
changes for chosen schools, as well as our schools bussing changes for the mornings.

We went over the ASCA(Alberta School Council Association) Annual General Meeting Voting results.
These can be found on their website. Our board has also elected to use our grant funds to book an online
workshop on June 1st at 7pm entitled, “Fundraising Association Partnership Purpose”. We are aware this
conflicts with baseball, however at our last workshop on May 15th, “School Council Purpose” it was highly
recommended and in this last workshop they presented very useful information. We encourage all to
attend. If you are interested, please contact us to register. We do have a few virtual links so you do not
necessarily have to attend with us in the school.

An issue of concern was brought up and our Trustee, Melissa Hanna will bring this back to the board for
discussion, was School Attendance and Health Status. During Covid, we trained our kids to stay home for
10 days with any little sniffle, now kids feel they should stay home. We wonder if the school division could
be sending information out to parents and students on when you can attend school and when you should
stay home.

Parent Society members were not present at this meeting, however there will be some changes coming to
breakfast program in the fall. Note, if all volunteers for this can please get their criminal record checks into
the school ahead of time, it would be greatly appreciated.

Our next meeting will be our Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday September 20th, 2023 at 6pm.

We encourage our parents/caregivers/guardians/community members to join the Parent

Council! Help guide growing minds in a positive direction!
##############################################################################

Parent Society

President - Meghan Koster VP - Michyla Kerr
Treasurer - Jenny Kuelken Secretary - Megan Petryshen

Members at Large - vacant
Next Parent Society Meeting is the set for TBA

June 3 -Roadside Clean Up pick up supplies from 8-9 at the library

June 3 - We will also hold a drop in open house about our outdoor classroom
project for community members with questions, concerns, comments and ideas

between 9-11.
June 13 - hot lunch hot dog, chips, and ice cream $6.00.

REMINDER - 2022 School Vouchers expire on June 15, 2023
Vouchers can be used for reimbursement of school related payments such as

- Field Trips - Swimming Lessons
- Uniform Rental - Athlete Fees

mailto:FAschoolcouncil@pembinahills.ca
mailto:megan.petryshen@pembinahills.ca









