Fort Assiniboine School Council
January 2026 Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: Tuesday, January 20, 2026 @ 4:00 pm In the School Science room
1. Call to Order: 4:04 pm by Amber 
2. Attendees Amber Levy (President), Amanda Williams (secretary), Alicia Nelson, Meghan Koster (Vice – President), Cindy Carswell (Trustee) , Greg Ferguson (Principal), Brett Coop (Superintendent), Nicola Kostelyk
3. Alicia approved the November 2025 minutes and seconded by Meghan. All in Favour.
4. Old Business:
a. Elections of School Council Board Members: Amber nominated herself for the President position.  Meghan Koster said that she will step into the vice-president position. 
b. ASCE Grant Funds: We have about $1500 that we could use.  Looking at maybe booking a presentation on how to run a school council.  Brett Cooper suggested emailing other school councils to see how they use their grant funds.
c. Counsel of School Council Meeting – was on December 2 @ boardroom @ PHPS.  Amber attended.  It is a time when all other school councils getting together to share and collaborate. There were 762 responses on the operational school calendar.  You can find PAT results online.  They discussed some different ideas on how to get more people to school council meetings.  A few ideas that they had were 1) having a pizza supper before the meeting 2) offering babysitting.
d. Christmas Events – 
· Christmas Dinner was on December 16 @ 11:45 am – was great!, It went well!, Continue on.
· White Elephant – December 15 & 16 – Super well organized!, Went Well!, Looking at getting more older boy and men items.  Talked about putting out a blurb in the spring newsletter for donations ahead of garage sale season.
5. Parent Questions
a. School Field Trip to Misty Ridge – Yes – Grade 3-9 for sure, Looking at maybe the whole school.

6. Reports
a. Breakfast Snack Program 
· Seems to be going well
· Kids look like they appreciate it
· parents are showing up and so far no problems
· Kids are being fed
b. Parent Society 
· Annual General meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 24 @ 4pm in the junior high science classroom.  All positions will be up for nominations.
· Brett Cooper said that most schools it is the same people that are on the executive for school council and parent society.  They adjourn the council meeting and then have the parent society meeting.
· Casino is on February 10-11 up in Fort Mac and still looking for a couple volunteers.  If you volunteer all your expenses are paid for.
·  They are looking for teacher requests
· They will be providing a few free hot lunches over the next month or so
c. Principal 
· Christmas Dinner – Thank – you to everyone involved in organizing and supporting this event.
· White Elephant Sale – Appreciated by students and staff alike.
· Christmas Concert – Big thank you to Pauline Payne who took the play under her wing.  She did an awesome job!  Lots of great reviews of the whole concert!
· Survey Season – Survey’s will be released in February/March through both Pembina Hills and Alberta Education.  Details will be shared as they become available.
· Report Cards – Will be going home on February 4, 2026.  We will still be printing them, school are starting to move to them being delivered to online.
· Elementary Basketball Season – Will be grade 4-6. Games are TBD and the season will conclude with a wrap-up tournament at BES on Feb 26.
· Misty Ridge Ski Day – Scheduled for late February or early March. Will be Grade 3-9 for sure, looking at making it a whole school event.
· Swimming lessons – will be booked in the month of May like last year.
· Grade 9 Transitions – Timing depends on BCHS schedule.  CTS visits and school tours typically occur in April.  Parent orientation and course selection will occur around the same dates.
· Next year Planning – School planning will begin in February. Provincial budgets are typically released in March
· Greg thanked everyone again for their continued support of the school community.
d. Trustee – by Cindy
· There was discussion about upcoming surveys.  
· The province will be doing random surveys over the next few months and are using a company called Advanis to carry out the surveys.  There will also be online Pembina Hills surveys.  
· Cindy talked about the AERR results for 24/25.  This report can be found on the division website if anyone wants to dive in to the details of said report.  
· A couple of the focus areas are early literacy and numeracy as well as high school completion rates.  
· The board did approve a retroactive 6% wage increase for most of the support staff.  
· Cindy also talked about Administrative Procedures 60-17 and 60-18.  These impact the school /classroom libraries.  There was an audit done during the teacher job action and the auditors were unable to find a single book in all of Pembina Hills that was non-compliant.  
e. Woodlands County Not in attendance. 
7. New Business
a. Pembina Hills Citizenship Award – Are there any students that should be nominated from our school? 
· Greg said he will bring it up at the next staff meeting 
b. Pembina Hills Exemplary Award Nominations: Teachers, Support staff, Parent Volunteer, community partners, Contractor?
· Something to keep in mind
8. Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 17, 2025 @ 4:00 pm with Pizza and free babysitting provided.

9. Adjournment: By Amber @ 5:03 pm
